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EO 11652: NA/A 

TAGS: CA SC CT US UK FR 

SUB J : DETENTION OF WESTERN JOURNALISTS 

REF: YAOUNDE 3121 

1 . WE GAVE BRITISH EMBASSY BACKGROUND ON REFTEL MORNING 
OF JULY 21. THIS WAS FIRST BRITISH EMBASSY HAD HEARD 

OF GOLDSMITH S DETENTION. BRITISH EMBOFF SAID HE WOULD 
CALL LONDON AND SUPPORT SAUNDER S SUGGESTION TO CONTACT 
CAE AMBASSADOR HERE. 

2. ON JULY 20, WE MENTIONED JOURNALISTS' DETENTION 
TO RENE JOURNIAC, ELYSEE AFRICAN AFFAIRS ADVISOR. 

JOURNIAC WAS AWARE OF THE PROBLEM AND SAID IT PUZZLED 
HIM SINCE DURING HIS RECENT MEETING WITH BOKASSA, THE 
EMPEROR HAD SHOWN SURPRISING UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE PRRESS. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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3. WOULD DEPT WISH US TO ASK TTHE FRENCH TO INTERVENE 
WITH BOKASSA?. 

HARTMAN 
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